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of the Civil Code, and by the grant of a parliamentary constitution, and finally to commend to the supporters of his dynasty the cause of Poland as a debt of honour and an article of faith. f More than a century has passed since the hopes of a free Polish state were shattered on the field of Leipzig; and the Civil Code, which still forms the*legal basis of what was known until 1918 as Russian Poland, is now almost the only memorial of the Napoleonic rule at Warsaw. Yet the scheme? of the Grand Empire for a free Polish state to be created as a fojl to Prussian aggression has recently been reneweda so persistent is the trend of French diplomacy, so indestructible the spirit of the Polish people.
With the southern Slavs the influence of the Emperor has been still more decisive. Napoleon was never in Croatia, but with the possible exception of Belgium there is no outlying part of the Grand Empire which has felt in a more effective and enduring way the power of his person and his policy. fi In Croatia', writes Dr. Seton-Watson,1 than whom there can be no higher authority, * the real awakening of national sentiment dates from the Napoleonic era. Dalmatia, which on the fall of the Venetian Republic (1797) had for the first time become an Austrian possession, was ceded to the French after the defeat of Austerlitz; and the genius of Napoleon revived the name, and with it perhaps something of the spirit, of ancient Illyria. The new state thus suddenly created comprised the provinces of Carinthia, Carniola, G5rz, and Istria, the sea-coast of Croatia, Dalmatia with its islands, and from 1808 onwards the republic of Ragusa. In Napoleon's own words: ' Illy^a iS the guard set before the gates of Vienna/ Under the enlightened, if despotic, rule of Marshal Marmont the long stagnation of the Middle Ages was replaced by feverish activity in every branch of life. . Administration and justice were reorganized, the Code Napol&m superseding the effete mediaeval codes; schools, primary, secondary, commercial, and industrial, sprang up in every direction: the first Croat and Slovene newspaper appeared: the old guild-system was reformed and commercial restrictions removed; peasant proprietary was introduced, 1 The Southern Slav Question^ p. 26.